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 IN THIS ISSUE : 

ADVANCING INTO THE PAST  

Letter from Master Phan Hoang   

It was a quarter to one in the afternoon, Ottawa time; a cold day and bright sky.  

With some emotion, I pressed the button of the door bell. The door opened 
almost simultaneously suggesting that someone was watching behind. A frail 
man of my age who seemed to be unreal appeared on the vague dark 
background of the room. Also unreal because his appearance brought back my 
memory of almost fifty years ago, but I recognized him immediately; same man, 
same bright eyes, and same discrete smile. He had been a professor and a 
renowned historian in Vietnam. I crossed the threshold like advancing into the 
past and shook his hand. It was not only the past of fifty years, but also the past 
of our country that came into my mind... 
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